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The main objective when taking a fluid sample is to collect as much information as possible. To
do this, it is imperative that the sample be representative of normal operating conditions. The
proper equipment and method are necessary considerations, but equally important is the location
from which the sample is pulled.

Avoid sampling from “dead zones.” Always try to pull samples from turbulent zones — any point on
a unit or system at which the fluid changes direction — for example, pipe elbows and joints.
Sample points should also be located upstream of any filtration. If sampling must be done from a
dead zone, measure the volume of that zone and flush three to five times that amount of fluid
from the system before sampling.
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